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In 2015, Guangzhou stepped up efforts in nurturing

grassroots cultural development, successfully
recommending Haizhu and Huadu districts to apply for
and create the first batch of provincial demonstration
zones (programs) on the public cultural service system,
recommending four regions including Shawan Town
of Panyu District, Haizhu District, Huangge Town of
Nansha District and Zhuji Sub-district of Tianhe District
to be successfully selected as “ 2014-2016 Hometown
of Chinese Folk Cultures and Arts” organized by
the Ministry of Culture. Meanwhile, the city had also
finished the on-spot examination and inspection of the
public cultural activities of 28 municipal pilot “ Beautiful

Countryside” villages.
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The citizens” passion for reading has made Guangzhou a
charming city. To encourage citizens to start reading and read
more and better books, the city advocated a decade—long
all—citizen reading program called "Shu Xiang Yang Cheng
(literally Bookworms Across the City)" , which has become a

reading carnival for all.

The city enhanced foreign cultural exchanges and boosted
cultural influences. Xu Hongfei, president of Guangzhou
Sculpture Academy, brought his “ Fat Lady” series of
sculpture for a world tour in such countries as Turkey,
Germany, Italy and United States, receiving warm
welcomes from the local governments and the natives.
The local Cantonese Opera circles dispatched over 1,000
person-times of artists and staff for 75 overseas shows.
The puppet art theater visited New Zealand for 20 shows,
and put on 4 shows during the 41th South Africa National
Arts Festival as well as taking part in the cultural parade
activities. The acrobatics circles went abroad and put on
31 shows and Guangzhou Ballet Culture and Art Co. Ltd
also visited Genoa of Italy and put on 6 shows.
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In 2015, Guangzhou, being basically motivated by reform and
innovation to boost educational development, concentrated its
efforts on creating a good “ Five-in—-One” educational system,
which featured good headmasters, good teachers, good students,

good schools and good educational ecology.

The city boasted 3,619 schools on different levels and from
different categories, with 2,674,500 students. The kindergarten
enrolment rate for local pupils three years old or above reached
116.93% while that for children eligible for primary school was
102.37% and high school and university also reached 95.51% and
94.55%, respectively, all surpassing the target set for the “ 12th

Five-Year Plan” period.

In the same year, three local projects were defined as national
pilot projects for educational system reform while the numbers
of national and provincial projects that had been put on record
both ranked as No.1l in Guangdong Province. Some 30 local
primary and middle school teachers passed the assessment
for senior professional titles, nearly half the number of the
province. Guangzhou was home to 2 academicians from the
Chinese Academy of Sciences and 2 from the Chinese Academy
of Engineering, 57 experts enjoying the special State Council
allowance, 3 national talents selected for the * Thousand, Hundred
and Ten” Project, 6 national level experts with outstanding
contribution, 130 PhD supervisors, 226 provincial level special-
grade primary and middle school teachers as well as 186 provincial

and municipal level famous headmasters and teachers.
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In 2015, Guangzhou' s sports sector focused its
work on the three key aspects of * Competition,
Football and People-oriented Services” , pushing

the sports development to a brand new level.

Competitive Sports: In 2015, the city held a total
of 29 international and national sports events
including Guangzhou Open; Guangzhou Marathon
became the first Chinese marathon to select
partners through an equity transaction platform,
being ranked for the second consecutive year as
a"“ Gold Medal Contest” by the Chinese Athletic
Association; Guangzhou Evergrande Taobao
Football Club won the championship of the AFC
Champions League for the second time and reaped

the “ Fifth Successive Championship” of the
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Chinese Super League. The city also successfully won the bid
for the 2016 World Youth Rock Climbing Tournament, the 2016
World 3X3 Basketball Tournament and the 2019 FIBA Basketball
World Cup, thus laying a solid foundation for the city to hold key

international contests.

Football Reform. The authorities assisted Guangzhou Evergrande
Taobao Football Club to successfully list on the New OTC Board,
turning it into the first listed football club in China and even the
whole of Asia. The city also enthusiastically helped Wanda Sports
Holding Co. Ltd to locate its global headquarters in Guangzhou,
which will bring two exclusive world-class contests to the city
each year starting from 2016. In the same year, the city sold a
total of 3.534 billion yuan of sports lottery, up 41.25% according
to comparable caliber (compared to the physical sales of the

previous year), creating a new high of physical sales.
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As of the end of 2015, the city was home to a total of 3,724 health institutions (including 1,051 village
clinics), of which there were 18 disease control and prevention centers, 15 health supervision stations
and 16 maternal and children’ s health hospitals (stations). The city’ s health institutions of all kinds
had a total of 82,000 beds including 75,100 beds at hospitals and health centers. There were a total
of 126,700 professional health workers of all kinds including 42,500 practicing physicians (practicing
physician assistants included) and 55,000 registered nurses. In the same year, health institutions
citywide provided 141 million person-times of medical services and 2.6048 million person-times of

out-patients services, up 2.04% and 3. 08% over 2014, respectively.
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